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ANOTHER  SEASON-ANOTHER  REASON  .  .  . 


July  is  the  traditional  month  when 
nearly  every  United  States  coin  collector 
looks  with  eager  anticipation  to  a  new 
edition  of  the  Guide  Book  of  Untied 
States  Coins.  Tliis  year’s  edition  marks 
the  26th  annual  publication  of  what 
has  become  the  collector’s  standard  ref¬ 
erence  for  information  about  United 
States  coins  and  their  values.  The  Red 
Book,  as  this  volume  is  popularly  known, 
was  originally  compiled  by  R.  S.  Yeo¬ 
man  in  1946.  Each  subsequent  edition 
has  undergone  countless  changes  and 
^revisions  to  keep  it  up  to  date  at  all 
■times  and  in  tune  with  collector’s  needs. 

Last  year,  to  mark  the  25th  anniver¬ 
sary  of  Ae  k^k,  extensive  revisions  were 
made,  and  the  book  changed  and  up¬ 
dated  to  the  point  where  the  Whitman 
staff  had  to  ask  themselves  what  they 
could  do  for  an  encore.  The  following 
months  were  spent  studying  market  con¬ 
ditions,  newly  discovered  varieties,  and 
possible  changes  that  could  add  to  the 
usefulness  and  authoritarian  presenta¬ 
tion  already  given  in  the  Guide  Book. 
A  number  of  possible  changes  were  con¬ 
sidered  and  implemented.  Thus  it  is 
with  pride  that  Whitman’s  publicity 
campaign  for  the  1973  Red  Book  will 
boldly  proclaim  “Another  Season,  An¬ 
other  Reason  for  Making  Red  Books.’’ 

TTie  new  edition  of  Yeoman’s  Guide 
Book  of  United  Stales  Coins  has  been 
changed  in  a  number  of  ways.  The  most 
imm^iately  noticeable  feature  is  the 
cover,  which  is  once  again  printed  in 
gold  like  all  previous  editions,  with  the 
exception  of  last  year’s  silver  anniver¬ 
sary  book,  and  on  the  inside  there  will 
be  no  commemorative  end  sheet  that 
was  a  special  feature  of  last  year’s  cele¬ 
bration.  The  next  most  noticeable  fea¬ 
ture  is  the  new  paper,  a  more  expensive 
lind  durable  variety  designed  to  elimi- 
^nate  glare,  accept  ink  markings  more 
readily  (for  those  who  arc  inclined  to 
make  notes  in  their  books),  and  above 
all,  form  a  better  bond  with  the  backing 
so  that  pages  will  not  tear  loose. 


Happily,  the  presses  started  to  roll  again 
immediately  without  further  delay. 

Now  for  a  detailed  look  at  some  of 
the  changes  in  values  and  listings  that 
will  appear  in  the  1973  Guide  Book.  To 
begin  with,  a  timely  word  of  caution 
has  been  added  to  the  section  on  condi¬ 
tion  of  coins,  pointing  out  that  slightly 
worn  coins  that  have  been  cleaned  and 
conditioned  to  simulate  uncirculated  lus¬ 
ter  arc  worth  considerably  less  than 
perfect  pieces.  A  similar  word  of  cau¬ 
tion  is  also  included  in  the  Large  Cent 
section  to  draw  attention  to  the  large 
number  of  recolored  pieces  that  have 
been  offered  for  sale  in  recent  years. 

The  entire  chapter  on  Colonial  coins 
has  been  rearranged  so  that  each  scries 
progresses  from  the  lowest  to  the  highest 
denomination.  A  few  other  adjustments 
have  been  made  so  that  coin  listings  will 
be  easier  to  find  or  more  understand¬ 
able.  A  limited  number  of  new  varieties 
and  pictures  have  been  added.  The 
major  change  in  this  section,  however, 
has  to  do  with  price  increases,  which  are 
prevalent  throughout. 

Proof  Sets  dated  before  1950  have 
gone  up  in  value,  while  those  from  1950 
to  date  have,  in  most  cases,  decreased 
slightly  in  value.  Those  1968,  1970,  and 
1971  sets  that  contain  a  coin  without  a 
mint  mark  have  each  been  listed  in  the 
Proof  Set  section.  The  1968  set,  how¬ 
ever,  is  not  priced,  because  of  its  rarity 
and  unsettled  market  value.  These  S-less 
proof  coins  are  also  noted  in  the  proper 
catalog  section,  but  are  only  referred 
to  and  not  sp>ccifically  listed  or  priced. 

Many  changes  in  values  are  sliown  in 
the  Half  Cent  and  Large  Cent  Sections 
of  the  new  Red  Book.  Prices  for  Half 
Cents  were  the  most  active,  and  adjust¬ 
ments  were  both  up  and  down.  Large 
Cent  price  changes  were  mostly  higher 
than  last  year  but  there  were  fewer  of 
them.  Coverage  of  the  cents  from  1816 
through  1857  has  been  expanded  by  the 
addition  of  an  Extremely  Fine  price 
column. 


Other  important  changes  in  the 
new  Red  Book  include  price  revisions 
throughout  nearly  every  series,  new 
photographs,  better  arrangement  of  the 
listings  in  certain  sections,  and  a  special 
nine-page  chapter  giving  a  market  study 
of  the  Moigan  Dollar  series  over  the 
last  twenty-five  years. 


An  unusual  incident  happened  during 
the  press  run  of  this  year’s  book,  an  in¬ 
cident  that  could  have  caused  a  delay 
in  the  scheduled  release  of  the  book  had 
it  not  been  noticed  immediately.  Soon 
after  Western  Publishing  Company’s  gi¬ 
gantic  Cottrell  press  began  printing  the 
books,  one  of  the  pressmen  noti<^  a 
misspelled  word  and  immediately  called 
for  the  press  to  be  shut  down  and  a 
correction  made.  The  “misspelled”  word 
was  on  page  23  in  the  listing  of  the 
1788  Vermont  cent  with  backw’ard  C 
in  AUCTORI.  Fortunately,  one  of  the 
Whitman  editors  was  checking  the  print- 
ing  progress  soon  after  that  and  ex¬ 
plained  to  the  pressman  that  this  was 
indeed  how  the  coin  was  inscribed  and 
how  it  should  be  listed  in  the  book. 


In  the  Small  Cent  scries,  Flying  Eagle 
coin  values  were  adjusted  upward 
slightly,  btit  there  were  few  changes 
throughout  the  Indian  Head  Cents. 
Lincoln  Cents,  too,  were  changed,  with 
only  slight  adjustments  in  value.  A  few 
coins,  like  the  1909S  VDB,  have  been 
lowered  slightly,  while  other  pieces  show 
minor  increases  in  price.  There  were 
almost  no  changes  in  late  date  Lincoln 
Cents. 

Two  and  M  pieces  have  gone  up  in 
value,  especially  those  in  low  grades, 
although  many  of  the  uncirculated 
pieces  have  also  gone  up.  A  new  variety, 
the  1865/1864,  has  been  listed  for  the 
first  time. 

In  the  series,  Shield  Nickels  show 
minor  adjustments,  especially  in  Uncir¬ 
culated  and  Proof  condition,  and  all 
Proof  Liberty  Nickels  are  up.  Buffaloes 
show  steady  gains,  especially  the  key 
dates.  Jefferson  Nickels  remain  fairly 
constant,  although  the  1950D  is  down 
and  the  1939D,  up.  The  newly  listed 
S/D  and  D/S  varieties  are  also  up  in 
value  in  the  new  book. 

Half  Dimes  show  few  changes  other 
than  minor  adjustments  and  a  new  base 
price  of  $42.50  for  any  Liberty  Seated 
piece  in  Uncirculated  condition. 

There  is  a  generally  upward  trend  in 
the  prices  of  all  dimes.  Early  pieces  in 
particular  arc  higher  than  ever  before, 
and  Uncirculated  prices  have  risen  con¬ 
siderably  for  common  coins,  which  are 
apparently  in  demand  by  the  type  col¬ 
lectors.  A  picture  of  the  1830/29  dime 
has  been  added  to  help  identify  this 
difficult  variety. 

In  the  later  date  dimes,  common  Bar¬ 
ber  pieces  are  up  in  Uncirculated  condi¬ 
tion.  Mercurys  are  steady  and  Roose¬ 
velts  show  only  minor  adjustments,  both 
up  and  down. 

Twenty  Cent  pieces  have  increased 
in  value,  especially  the  Uncirculated 
coins,  which  now  sell  for  a  minimum  of 
$200.00  for  the  most  common  variety. 

All  quarters  show  the  same  general 
rising  price  trends  that  were  reflected 
in  the  10^  series.  Early  quarters  are 
very  much  in  demand  as  type  coins,  and 
there  is  a  general  rise  in  values  for  all 
dates  in  all  conditions  up  to  1838.  In 
the  Liberty  Seated  scries,  Uncirculated 
and  Proof  coins  arc  generally  up,  with 
popular  varieties  like  the  1853  Arrows 
at  Date  bringing  substantially  higher 
prices.  Barber  quarters  have  many 
changes  throughout  the  entire  scries, 
with  particularly  strong  demand  for 
Extremely  Fine  coins.  Later  date  quar¬ 
ters  have  remained  at  relatively  stable 
values. 

Bust  Type  Half  Dollars  continue  to 
be  extremely  popular  and  prices  have 
risen  accordingly,  especially  for  Uncir¬ 
culated  specimens.  An  Extremely  Fine 
column  has  been  added  to  this  series  for 
better  price  coverage. 


Liberty  Seated  halves  now-  show  a 
base  price  of  $75.00  for  the  most  com¬ 
mon  Uncirculated  coins.  Barber  halves 
also  show  similar  increases,  especially 
in  top  condition.  'Flic  Liberty  Walking 
and  Franklin  halves,  however,  reflect 
a  rather  soft  market,  and  prices  of  these 
coins  remain  steady  or  somewhat  lower. 


In  the  Early  Silver  Dollar  scries,  an 
Extremely  Fine  price  column  has  been 
added  and  several  minor  varieties  have 
been  removed  from  the  Guide  Book 
listing.  It  was  felt  proper  to  remove 
these  because  of  a  general  lack  of  inter¬ 
est  and  the  fact  that  there  was  no  dif¬ 
ference  in  the  values  between  many  of 
the  varieties  of  any  given  date.  All  vari¬ 
eties  of  significant  interest  or  value  will 
continue  to  be  listed.  The  space  gained 
by  removing  some  of  these  older  vari¬ 
eties  has  b^n  put  to  good  use  in  the 
Monjan  Dollar  section,  where  the  most 
popular  new  varieties  have  been  added, 
complete  with  pictures  and  appropriate 
bits  of  information  to  help  collectors 
distinguish  them.  Morgan  and  Peace 
Dollars  have,  of  course,  been  completely 
repriced  and  most  dates  and  mints  arc 
up  in  value  over  last  year’s  book. 

A  steady  demand  by  type  collectors 
continues  to  drive  the  price  of  Trade 
Dollars  ever  higher.  There  is  a  new 
base  price  of  $24.00  for  any  date  or 
mint  in  Very  Good  condition  and 
$130.00  for  any  Uncirculated  coin. 

Establishing  new  prices  in  the  Gold 
section  has  been  particularly  difficult 
this  year.  Values  submitted  by  the  Red 
Book  panel  of  approximately  50  experts 
were  averaged  and  compared  with  all 
current  trends,  advertisements,  and  auc¬ 
tion  sales.  The  new  values  show  n  reflect 
the  prevailing  higher  market  prices,  but 
it  has  been  extremely  difficult  to  predict 
what  influence  on  this  market  might  be 
precipitated  by  the  rising  price  of  gold 
bullion.  In  the  early  and  rare  dates, 
which  arc  not  alTected  by  gold  bullion 
value,  there  have  been  only  spotty 
changes,  although  many  pieces  are  up, 
especially  those  in  choice  condition. 

United  States  commemorative  coins 
are  perhaps  the  most  active  and  show 
price  increases  for  nearly  every  date  and 
type.  New  interest  in  this  series  is  driv¬ 
ing  many  prices  to  record  breaking 
highs. 


The  Red  Book’s  chapter  on  Territo¬ 
rial  Gold  also  shows  new  activity  and 
interest,  and  many  of  the  pieces,  espe¬ 
cially  the  more  common  varieties,  show 
price  gains.  The  small  fractional  gold 
pieces  that  are  included  in  this  section 
were  also  revised  upward. 

As  usual,  a  special  feature  section  is 
presented  in  the  back  of  this  year’s 
Guide  Book.  The  material  compiled  by 
R.  S.  Yeoman  over  several  months  con¬ 
tains  a  market  analysis  of  the  Morgan 
Dollar  scries  that  lists  all  values  and 
commentary  covering  the  past  twenty- 
five  year  span.  It  is  hoped  that  this 
study  will  be  particularly  appreciated  by 
those  collectors  and  investors  who  will 
be  concerned  with  tlie  Carson  City  dol¬ 
lars  soon  to  be  ofTcred  for  sale  by  the 
Government.  All  historical  facts  are  pre¬ 
sented.  It  will  now  be  up  to  each  indi¬ 
vidual  to  speculate  on  which  of  these 
coins  is  destined  to  become  a  stellar 
investment.  With  the  new  Red  Book  to 
guide  him,  the  shrewd  analyst  will  find 
much  fex^  for  thought  throughout 
next  year  in  the  growing  field  of  coin 
collecting.  ■ 


FRAMABLE  COIN  BOARDS 
AHRACT  NEW  COLLECTORS 

Framablc  Coin  Boards,  a  new  concept 
in  coin  collecting,  will  soon  be  marketed 
by  the  Whitman  Coin  Products  division 
of  Western  Publishing  Company,  Inc. 

The  product,  a  series  of  four  framable 
decorator  panels,  is  designed  to  appeal 
to  both  collectors  and  non-collectors. 
Coins  needed  to  fill  these  new  coin 
boards  are  all  readily  available,  most  of 
them  through  circulation.  A  collection 
of  coins  displayed  in  these  boards  will 
make  an  eye-catching  addition  to  any 
home  or  office.  They  arc  attractive,  ed¬ 
ucational,  and  patriotic. 

’Die  idea  of  combining  the  coin  col¬ 
lecting  hobby  with  a  coin  storage  board 
and  decorator  panel  is  not  entirely  new. 
In  fact,  it  was  the  original  concept  for 
the  first  “Penny  Boards’’  marketed  by 
Whitman  in  1934.  Since  that  time, 
collectors  have  become  more  sophisti¬ 
cated  in  their  coin  housing  demands 
and  a  variety  of  albums  and  holders 
have  been  produced  to  fit  their  special¬ 
ized  needs.  There  is,  however,  a  grow¬ 
ing  number  of  people  who  enjoy  assem¬ 
bling  a  simple  collection  that  can  be 
displayed  on  table  or  wall.  The  new 
Whitman  decorator  panels  will  ser\’e 
this  purpose. 

Each  panel  is  printed  in  full  color 
with  an  attractive  design  to  enhance  the 
collection.  Coins  are  inserted  in  punch- 
out  holes;  an  appropriate  text  describes 
each  coin. 


'I'hc  Presidential  American  series  con¬ 
sists  of  two  panels  that  house  all  of  the 
current  coins  picturing  United  States 
j)residents.  A  third  collection  in  this 
scries  is  entitled  “Patriotic  American 
If’oins,”  and  displays  items  like  the 
".iberty  Bell  half  dollar  and  Peace  dol¬ 
lar.  The  fourth,  “Historical  American 
Coins,”  ranges  from  the  Indian  Head 
cent  to  the  Eisenhower  dollar,  which 
commemorates  the  landing  of  man  on 
the  moon. 


Colorful  vignettes  and  interesting  text 
describe  each  coin  and  its  significance 
a  part  of  the  American  heritage. 

P\ll  boards  are  8"  x  10"  and  will  fit  any 
standard  picture  frame  of  that  size. 
Frames  and  coins  arc  not  included  with 
the  Whitman  boards,  which  are  pack¬ 
aged  either  individually  at  75<  each  or 
in  colorful  display  boxes  with  a  sug¬ 
gested  retail  price  of  $3.00.  ■ 


CURRENT  COINS  5th  EDITION 
MIRRORS  HIGH  POPULARITY 

The  fifth  revised  edition  of  Current 
Coins  of  the  World,  by  R.  S.  Yeoman, 
will  be  released  shortly.  During  the 
months  that  went  into  preparation  of 
the  extensive  revisions  and  additional 
material  included  in  this  widely  used 
wlume,  certain  facts  about  collecting 
trends  gradually  evolved.  In  general, 
the  level  of  activity  in  newly  made  world 
coinage  remains  at  a  high  level,  and 
there  are  many  reasons  for  this.  Un¬ 
doubtedly  the  most  influential  factor  is 
a  constant  stream  of  new  issues  and 
collector  desire  to  “get  in”  on  something 
new,  whether  from  a  country  already 
flaking  coins  or,  better  yet,  from  a 
Pgov  eminent  that  had  not  previously 
done  so.  Stimulating  sharp  interest  is 
the  formation  of  an  entirely  new  coun- 
tr>  and  the  obtaining  of  its  first  national 
issues. 


.Another  collecting  habit  that  has  been 
with  us  for  a  long  time  that  promises  to 
become  much  more  important  is  the 
purchase  of  coins  as  a  hedge  against 
inflation.  This  is  evident  in  two  distinct 
waj-s — first,  the  current  hyper-activity  in 
gold  coins  from  anywhere  and  every¬ 
where,  and  second,  more  subtle,  much 
less  open  and  still  in  the  process  of 
evolving,  the  growing  clamor  for  over¬ 
size  silver  coins.  This  last  approaches 
an  irrational  level  that  permits  accep¬ 
tance  into  the  trade  of  such  ungainly 
and  certainly  impractical  issues  as  the 
Panama  20  Balboas.  No  matter — the 
collecting  public  seems  more  and  more 
desirous  of  possessing  such  things,  and 
in  this  fifth  edition  a  number  of  items 
in  this  category  arc  illustrated  and  listed. 
All  things  being  equal,  size  alone  cannot 
be  a  detemiining  factor  as  to  whether 
or  not  a  gfiven  item  is  in  fact  a  true 
coin. 

The  above,  along  with  the  generally 
accepted  idea  that  more  people  will 
have  increasing  amounts  of  both  time 
and  money  to  put  into  their  collections, 
points  toward  a  very  active  collecting 
climate. 

As  to  what  has  happened  in  a  more 
technical  sense  to  the  catalog  itself, 
there  has  been  a  great  effort  expended 
to  get  the  ver)'  latest  information  and 
listings  into  each  country  or  section. 
Many  photos  were  improved,  a  vast 
number  of  new  illustrations  and  several 
new  countries  have  been  added  through¬ 
out  the  book,  and  major  revision  has 
taken  place  in  several  areas  that  were  in 
need  of  such  work  (more  is  planned  as 
information  is  compiled  and  distilled 
into  more  useful  layouts). 

In  order  that  this  book  may  be  revised 
meaningfully.  Whitman  editors  arc  ever 
attuned  to  events  of  the  day.  Thus, 
when  early  this  year  King  Mahendra 
of  Nepal  died,  an  immediate  notice  of 
this  fact  was  made  in  our  working  files 
so  that  his  regnal  years  would  be  accu¬ 
rately  recorded  and  the  new  ruler  men¬ 
tioned  (and  coins  listed  if  possible). 
The  alteration  in  status  of  certain  coun¬ 
tries  in  relation  to  a  former  “mother 
country,”  or  even  a  change  of  name, 
must  always  be  instantly  noted.  While 
no  coins  have  yet  been  made  (to  nu¬ 
mismatists'  knowledge)  by  the  Zaire 
Republic  (fonnerly  Congo-Kinshasa), 
the  likelihood  is  good  that  in  the  near 
future  there  will  be  some  issues  under 
the  new  name.  The  same  is  true  of  the 
Khmer  Republic  (the  former  Cambo¬ 
dia),  and  our  stafT  is  constantly  watch¬ 
ing  for  new  developments  in  areas  such 
as  this.  Another  example  is  Bangla 
Desh,  which  has  already  issued  its  ovm 
paper  money.  In  short,  the  coins  listed 
in  this  Current  Coins  catalog  are  a 
mirror  of  present-day  history,  making 
it  a  really  meaningful  and  useful  tool. 

The  collecting  of  cornmemoratives 


continues  unabated,  and  many  countries 
are  producing  such  coins  on  a  regular 
basis  each  year.  In  this  area,  as  perhaps 
in  no  other,  are  the  facts  of  our  present- 
day  lives  and  also  events  of  former  years 
made  relevant  to  the  hobby.  We  arc, 
for  example,  ex|)ccting  a  commemora¬ 
tive  coin  to  be  issued  because  of  the 
death  of  Danish  King  Frederik  IX  and 
the  accession  this  year  of  Queen  Mar- 
grethe  II.  For  many  years  it  has  been 
a  tradition  in  Denmark  to  issue  such 
cornmemoratives  every  time  a  new  mon¬ 
arch  was  to  be  proclaimed,  and  this  year 
will  be  no  exception.  It  has  just  been 
announced  that  the  discovery  of  West¬ 
ern  Samoa  by  Jacob  Roggevecn  in  1772 
is  to  be  commemorated  by  a  dollar  coin 
from  that  country.  Mexico  has  recently 
released  a  25  Pesos  silver  coin  bearing 
the  portrait  of  Benito  Juarez.  While 
there  is  no  text  on  this  piece  to  indicate 
that  it  might  be  of  a  commemorative 
nature,  the  fact  that  1972  marks  the 
lOOth  anniversary  of  the  death  of  this 
national  hero  cannot  be  overlooked. 
Certainly  the  coin  is  meant  to  honor 
him,  if  not  actually  commemorate  his 
death.  These  are  but  a  few  examples 
of  the  very  essence  of  collecting  coins 
currently  being  made  or  used  as  reflec¬ 
tions  on  past  and  present  world  history. 

Quite  separate  and  a|>art  from  com- 
memoratives,  but  very  closely  connected 
to  the  general  subject,  is  the  ever¬ 
growing  number  of  coins  being  spon¬ 
sored  by  the  Food  and  Agriculture 
Organization  of  the  United  Nations — 
referred  to  in  the  catalog  as  F.A.O. 
Coinage.  The  primary  purpose  of  tliis 
sponsorship  by  F.A.O.  is  to  call  atten¬ 
tion  through  the  medium  of  coinage 
to  the  growing  shortage  of  food  in  the 
world,  anti  judging  both  by  the  response 
from  countries  willing  to  issue  such  coins 
and  collector  acceptance  of  this  field  of 
semi-commemorative  items,  the  program 
appears  to  be  successful,  at  least  to  the 
point  of  creating  numismatic  items  that 
have  become  a  normal  part  of  the 
hobby. 


The  production  of  world  proof  sets 
is  yet  another  area  in  which  there  con¬ 
tinues  to  be  considerable  activity,  though 
perhaps  a  bit  less  than  in  fonner  years. 
This  may  be  due  in  part  to  the  steady 


stream  of  issues  that  eventually  find 
themselves  labeled  “Controversial,”  thus 
not  as  widely  accepted  or  collect^.  Yet 
a  fairly  substantial  number  of  additional 
listings  arc  included  in  the  World  Proof 
Sets  section,  which  shows  a  good  level 
of  activity  in  maintaining  itself.  The 
Controversial  Issues  section  has  also 
seen  a  degree  of  growth,  but  possibly 
not  on  the  scale  of  several  years  ago 
when  almost  every  week  saw  the  emer¬ 
gence  of  yet  another  in  the  parade  of 
pseudo-coins.  The  section  itself,  how¬ 
ever,  is  quite  substantial,  and  undoubt¬ 
edly  more  will  be  forthcoming.  The 
formation  of  this  section  occurred  as  an 
answer  to  the  many  questions  that  had 
arisen  concerning  various  coin-like  is¬ 
sues  that  had  made  their  appearance. 
Were  they  legitimate?  Should  collectors 
go  ahead  and  buy  them  as  part  of  that 
particular  country’s  coinage?  What  was 
Whitman  going  to  do  about  them? 
Were  they  to  be  recognized  and  in¬ 
cluded  in  the  book  at  all?  Whitman 
had  to  acknowledge  the  existence  of 
such  issues,  but  of  course  did  not  wish 
to  dictate  to  the  hobby  any  sort  of 
policy  on  collecting  them. 

It  should  be  pointed  out  that  Current 
Coins — often  referred  to  as  the  White 
Book — now  has  1950  as  its  approximate 
starting  date,  thus  eliminating  more 
overlap  from  the  Modern  World  Coins 
catalog.  The  gradual  withdrawal  of  this 
overlap  will  ultimately  leave  a  smooth 
line  of  continuity  between  Current  Coins 
and  Modern  World  Coins,  just  about 
the  way  it  is  with  the  Craig  brok  ( 1 750- 
1850)  and  Modern  World  Coins  (1850- 
1960). 

No.  9383,  the  new  fifth  edition  of 
Whitman’s  Current  Coins  of  the  World, 
is  a  hard-bound  256  page  volume  that 
retails  at  the  suggested  price  of  $3.00.  ■ 


NEW  COIN  FOLDERS 
FOR  CURRENT  ISSUES  ONLY 

For  the  past  five  years  many  collectors 
and  dealers  have  been  asking  what  the 
future  of  the  coin  hobby  would  be,  now 
that  silver  coins  are  no  longer  commonly 
found  in  circulation.  Many  have  specu¬ 
lated  that  few  beginners  would  take  up 
the  hobby  because  of  the  difficulty  in 


assembling  any  sort  of  collection  from 
pocket  change. 

Whitman  has  been  keenly  aware 
of  this  situation  and  has  researched 
many  possibilities  for  adding  new  in¬ 
terest  to  the  hobby.  With  the  advent  of 
a  growing  number  of  people  who  realize 
that  the  current  issues  of  clad  coins  arc 
indeed  a  worthwhile  collecting  challenge, 
it  now  appears  that  this  avenue  holds  a 
promising  future  for  continued  interest 
in  coin  collecting  and  a  practical,  en¬ 
joyable  means  for  many  new  people  to 
get  started. 


With  this  promise  at  hand.  Whitman 
has  designed  a  series  of  inexpensive  coin 
folders  tailored  to  fit  the  needs  of  begin¬ 
ning  collectors,  or,  for  that  matter,  ad¬ 
vanced  collectors  who  realize  the  po-^^ 
tential  of  completing  these  collcction<^Bf 
while  coins  arc  still  readily  available.^^ 
Many  collectors  have  ignored  clad  coins 
and  have  overlooked  the  fact  that  sev¬ 
eral  of  the  dates  and  mints  are  already 
difficult  to  obtain  in  choice  condition. 
There  is  every  likelihood  that  these 
pieces,  which  have  been  neglected  by 
collectors  up  to  this  time,  will  become 
very  desirable  within  the  next  decade. 

The  new  Whitman  folders,  which  will 
be  marketed  this  month,  have  been  spe¬ 
cifically  designed  to  appeal  to  beginning 
collectors. 

Every  coin  needed  is  available  from 
circulation.  The  cent  and  nickel  folders 
start  with  1959,  and  the  higher  denomi¬ 
nations  with  the  beginning  of  clad 
coins.  Each  folder  has  t\\'o  7"  x  9" 
pages  and  a  separator  sheet  that  gives 
full  details  about  the  appropriate  col¬ 
lection,  This  instruction  sheet  is  unique 
in  that  it  is  designed  to  answer  all  the 
questions  a  beginner  may  have  about 
his  new  collection. 

There  are  five  coin  folders  in  this 
new  Whitman  series  for  coins  from 
cent  through  half  dollar.  The  back¬ 
ground  color  of  each  folder  is  buff, 
overprinted  with  a  different  color  for 
each  denomination.  Tliis  innovation,  we^^ 
feel,  will  be  acclaimed  by  many  mer-^^ 
chandisers,  who  realize  that  be^nners 
v\*ill  be  attracted  to  a  display  in  which 
each  holder  can  be  readily  identified 
by  its  individual  color  and  coin  illustra¬ 
tions.  The  folders  have  a  suggested  retail 
price  of  75<  each  and  will  be  available 
singly  or  in  an  attractive  counter  display 
assortment.  ■ 
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